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Australia’s big electricity generators say nuclear not viable for at least a decade



03/18/2024 - 09:00



AGL Energy, Alinta, EnergyAustralia and Origin Energy say they will remain focused on renewables despite Coalition support for nuclear reactors
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast
Australia’s big private electricity generators have dismissed nuclear energy as a viable source of power for their customers for at least a decade.
They say they will remain focused on developing renewable sources as coal and gas plants exit the grid.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
Continue reading...




Read more »






Five injured in second bear attack in Slovakia in three days



03/18/2024 - 07:48



Northern town of Liptovský Mikuláš declares state of emergency while hunt for animal takes place
Five people have been injured in the second bear attack in Slovakia in three days, officials have said, prompting a northern town to declare a state of emergency and authorities to propose reclassifying the animals’ status on the protected species list.
A 49-year-old woman was treated in hospital for an injury to her shoulder, and a 72-year-old man for a cut to his head, after the incident on Sunday in Liptovský Mikuláš, near the Tatra mountains, local authorities said.
Continue reading...




Read more »






Pythons for bait and dodging militias: on the trail of the rare ‘monkey-eating’ eagle



03/18/2024 - 07:00



Mindanao island is the last stronghold of the endangered Philippine eagle. But now the raptor’s habitat is at risk from logging, hunting and armed groups
Christian Daug whistles with all the spirit he can muster. “The male and female were perched there yesterday,” he says, pointing to a dead tree amid the sea of flora that smothers the tallest mountain on the Philippine archipelago.
He whistles again as we look out over the jungle from a wooden observation post. This area is one of the last remaining strongholds of Pithecophaga jefferyi: one of the world’s largest and rarest eagles. Measuring about a metre in height when perched, with a wingspan that can reach more than two metres (6.5ft), it is known locally as the “monkey-eating eagle”. The enormous raptors prey primarily on macaques, but also feed on pythons, chickens, cats and dogs.
Continue reading...
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Climate protesters in England and Wales lose criminal damage defence



03/18/2024 - 05:47



Appeal court says defendants’ ‘beliefs and motivation’ do not constitute lawful excuse for damaging property
One of the last defences for climate protesters who commit criminal damage has been in effect removed by the court of appeal. The court said the “beliefs and motivation” of a defendant do not constitute lawful excuse for causing damage to a property.
The defence that a person honestly believes the owner of a property would have consented had they known the full circumstances of climate change has been used successfully over the last year by protesters.
Continue reading...
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‘Holy grail of shipwrecks’: recovery of 18th-century Spanish ship could begin in April



03/18/2024 - 05:30



The San José, sunk in 1708, has been at the center of a dispute over who has rights to the wreck, including $17bn in booty
Since the Colombian navy discovered the final resting place of the Spanish galleon San José in 2015, its location has remained a state secret, the wreck – and its precious cargo – left deep under the waters of the Caribbean.
Efforts to conserve the ship and recover its precious cargo have been caught up in a complicated string of international legal disputes, with Colombia, Spain, Bolivian Indigenous groups and a US salvage company laying claim to the wreck, and the gold, silver and emeralds onboard thought to be worth as much as $17bn.
Continue reading...
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‘Bewildering’ to omit meat-eating reduction from UN climate plan



03/18/2024 - 05:00



Academic experts also criticise UN Food and Agriculture Organization for dismissing alternative proteins
The omission of meat-eating reduction from proposals in a UN roadmap to tackle the climate crisis and end hunger is “bewildering”, according to academic experts.
The group also criticised the UN Food and Agriculture Organization’s report for “dismissing” the potential of alternative proteins, such as plant-based meat, to reduce the impact of livestock on the environment.
Continue reading...
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South Sudan closes schools in preparation for 45C heatwave



03/18/2024 - 03:50



Authorities advise parents to keep children indoors during extreme heatwave, expected to last two weeks
South Sudan is closing all schools from Monday in preparation for an extreme heatwave expected to last two weeks.
The health and education ministries have advised parents to keep all children indoors as temperatures are expected to soar to 45C (113F).
Continue reading...
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Galapagos biodiversity under threat – in pictures



03/18/2024 - 02:10



Greenpeace has called for the creation of a high seas protected zone under a new UN treaty to secure a much wider area around Ecuador’s Galapagos archipelago, whose unique fauna and flora inspired Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution
Continue reading...
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UK heat pump rollout criticised as too slow by public spending watchdog



03/18/2024 - 01:00



Installations must speed up 11-fold as advisers say latest changes to scheme likely to make 2028 target even harder
The public spending watchdog has criticised the slow pace of the government’s heat pump rollout just days after ministers postponed an important scheme designed to increase the rate of installations.
A report by the National Audit Office (NAO) has found that heat pump installations would need to accelerate 11-fold if the government is to reach its target for 600,000 heat pumps installed in homes every year by 2028.
Continue reading...
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Banks driving increase in global meat and dairy production, report finds



03/18/2024 - 01:00



Financiers providing billion-dollar support for industrial livestock companies to expand leading to unsustainable rise in production
Billion-dollar financing is driving unsustainable increases in global meat and dairy production, a report has found.
Global meat production rose 9% between 2015 and 2021, the report said, while dairy production increased 13% in that time.
Continue reading...
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