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‘Hoovered’ up from the deep: 33,000 hours of seabed trawling revealed in protected UK waters



03/20/2024 - 02:00



Analysis shows alarming prevalence of harmful fishing methods thought to ‘destroy whole ecosystems’
Industrial vessels suspected of using a harmful fishing method known as bottom trawling spent more than 33,000 hours in British marine protected areas last year, a new analysis of satellite data shows.
Ten of these vessels, primarily from the EU, were responsible for a quarter of this activity in offshore protected areas, according to Oceana UK, a conservation group.
Continue reading...




Read more »






Campaigners warn over failure to curb Europe’s ‘runaway’ transport emissions



03/20/2024 - 00:00



Greenhouse gases from sector could make up 44% of continent’s total output by 2030, says transport group
The failure to tackle Europe’s “runaway” transport emissions could lead to the sector pumping out nearly half of the continent’s planet-heating pollution by 2030, a report has found.
Driven by polluting cars and pushed higher by the growing thirst for flights, transport emissions in Europe have grown 26% since 1990 – even as efforts to clean up other areas of the economy have led to an overall emissions fall.
Continue reading...
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Video shows koalas clinging to trees as gum trees cut down on Kangaroo Island – video



03/19/2024 - 21:24



WARNING: contains images some viewers may find distressing
Footage supplied to Guardian Australia shows koalas clinging to falling blue gums as logging occurs on Kangaroo Island in South Australia. The footage was taken across two days in November 2023 and January 2024. Logging has been stopped while an investigation takes place.
Investigation into logging on Kangaroo Island under way after release of ‘horrific images’ of dead koalas
Continue reading...
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Scotland’s pledge to cut emissions by 75% by 2030 ‘no longer credible’



03/19/2024 - 19:01



Climate Change Committee finds Scottish government has repeatedly failed to make cuts required by law
Scotland’s pledge to cut its climate emissions by 75% by 2030 is “no longer credible” and cannot be met, the UK’s climate watchdog has said.
In a damning report submitted to the Scottish parliament, the UK Climate Change Committee (CCC) accused the Scottish government of repeatedly failing to live up to its legally binding targets.
Continue reading...




Read more »






Every new school being built in England is in unsafe air pollution area, study says



03/19/2024 - 17:30



Analysis finds almost nine in 10 planned new school sites exceed three WHO targets – and all breach at least one of them
Every new school in England is being built in an area with unsafe levels of air pollution, according to a damning report that says thousands of children will experience “alarmingly poor” air quality.
Children are particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects of air pollution because their bodies, organs and immune systems are still developing.
Continue reading...
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How did Canada end up with worse air quality than the US?



03/19/2024 - 12:08



Year of devastating wildfires meant Canadians were breathing worse air than southern neighbours for first time ever
Canada’s pristine air quality has been long praised by its citizens and prized by its government. But the thick plumes of smoke and miles of haze released by a record-breaking season of wildfires deteriorated the country’s air so much that it has fallen behind the United States for the first time on record, highlighting the wide-ranging and damaging effects of the blazes.
In its sixth annual World Air Quality report released on Tuesday, the Switzerland-based IQAir found overall air quality in Canada was worse than its southern neighbour. Of the 15 most polluted cities in the two countries, 14 were in Canada. Overall, Canada and the United States were ranked 93 and 102 for their air quality (Bangladesh, at No 1 was the most polluted).
Continue reading...
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Labour to make fighting global heating a priority for Bank of England



03/19/2024 - 12:00



Shadow chancellor to use annual Mais lecture to set out plans to green the economy if party wins election
A Labour government will make fighting global heating a priority for the Bank of England as it seeks to put environmental sustainability at the heart of its plans to grow the economy, Rachel Reeves is to announce.
The shadow chancellor will say in a speech in London on Tuesday evening that if Labour wins the general election she will reverse Jeremy Hunt’s decision last year to downgrade the emphasis on the climate crisis in Threadneedle Street’s main objectives.
Continue reading...
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Wildlife experts capture 500lb of mating Burmese pythons in Florida



03/19/2024 - 11:41



Catch of 11 snakes after discovery of two ‘mating balls’ adds to total of 34,000lbs of pythons captured in one part of state since 2013
Wildlife experts in Florida recently captured 500lb worth of Burmese pythons after finding two large snake “mating balls” in the south-west of the state, as part of a continued effort to prevent the non-native species from harming Floridian wildlife.
The catch of a total of 11 pythons was a record for the Conservancy of Southwest Florida (CSWF), the Miami Herald reported – and it adds to the total of 34,000lb of pythons captured in that part of the state since 2013.
Continue reading...
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Rat fur, arsenic and copper: the dangerous ingredients lacing US prison water



03/19/2024 - 09:00



Incarcerated people often must drink unhealthy water, a particularly cruel – but not unusual – form of punishment
Russell Rowe spent almost two and a half years in Washington DC’s central detention facility, where rusty water flowed from taps in sinks that were connected to toilets. He remembers dawdling at the nurse’s station when it was time to take his meds, in hopes she’d give him an extra, tiny “portion” cup of water, the cup that often holds or accompanies pills.
“I was just in a state of constant dehydration,” he said. “My whole body felt different. I just didn’t feel well.”
Continue reading...
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‘Red alert’: last year was hottest on record by clear margin, says UN report



03/19/2024 - 08:00



Records being broken for greenhouse gas pollution, surface temperatures and ocean heat
The world has never been closer to breaching the 1.5C (2.7F) global heating limit, even if only temporarily, the United Nations’ weather agency has warned.
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) confirmed on Tuesday that 2023 was the hottest year on record by a clear margin. In a report on the climate, it found that records were “once again broken, and in some cases smashed” for key indicators such as greenhouse gas pollution, surface temperatures, ocean heat and acidification, sea level rise, Antarctic sea ice cover and glacier retreat.
Continue reading...
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